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   HEPARIN CONTINUOUS INFUSION  

NOTE: A heparin continuous infusion will now have two documentation components, including both 

the electronic MAR within the domain as well as the paper Anticoagulation Record used in current 

state.  The sequence of documentation for initiation of the infusion, loading dose, dose adjustments, 

and a bolus dose are outlined below.   

The medication administration steps on the infusion pump will remain the same: 

Loading Dose (when prescribed)  Continuous Infusion  Bolus Dose (when indicated) 

 

DOCUMENTING THE INITIATION OF A HEPARIN CONTINUOUS INFUSION 
 

1. A heparin powerplan/subphase must be ordered for the patient in the HIS. 

2. Once in the patient profile, navigate to the Medication Administration Wizard 

(MAW) icon.  

3. Once the MAW opens, a prompt will appear to scan the patient ID band. 

4. Once the patient's ID band is scanned and two patient identifiers are verified, scan the barcode on the 

heparin bag that matches the ordered concentration.   

a. If the medication order has not been verified by pharmacy, a prompt will appear (as below).  Select 

yes to continue to document the medication administration.  
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5. Once the pharmacy verification prompt has been acknowledged, the heparin CONTINUOUS INFUSION check 

box will be selected and the infusion line bolded.  

a. The yellow box in the ‘Result’ column indicates there are mandatory fields requiring  completion 

before you can sign for the infusion and document it as initiated  on the MAR.   

6. Double click on the yellow box (above) to open the administration screen.  The required fields will populate 

in yellow. 

7. Once each field is entered, the yellow will be removed from the field and the ‘Ok’ button on the bottom 

right can be selected.  

a. Ensure to enter the ordered infusion dose in the ‘heparin dose’ field in units/hr.  The rate field will 

populate when the dose is entered.  DO NOT enter the dose in the rate field.  

b. A nurse witness will be required to complete this screen as per NH IDC policy.  
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8. Once all fields are complete and confirmed with ‘OK’, the yellow will disappear from the information in the 

‘Results’ field and the heparin infusion can be signed off by pressing ‘Sign’.  This will begin the infusion on 

the patient MAR.  

 

9. Once the medication is signed, a ‘Begin Bag’ will appear on the MAR with the continuous infusion dose 

populated in units/hr. 

 

DOCUMENTING A LOADING DOSE 

10.  If a loading dose has been ordered, locate the order on the MAR; it will show ‘loading dose’ on the entry. 

a. Double click on the MAR task circled below 
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11. A pop up window will appear (see right).   

a. Confirm the ordered loading dose has 

populated correctly.   

b. For accuracy, change the ‘performed 

date/time’ to the correct administration time 

as per pump programming (this would be prior 

to the continuous infusion time).  

12. A nurse witness is required as indicated by the yellow 

box.  The nurse who completed the independent 

double check at time of administration will be required 

to enter their credentials before the medication can be 

signed off on the MAR.   

NOTE: Once the loading dose has been signed on the MAR, 

it will turn grey and move to the bottom of the MAR under 

‘Discontinued Scheduled’ as this is a one time order and 

should not be documented on any further (below).  

 

 

 

 

DOCUMENTING ON ANTICOAGULATION RECORD 

Comprehensive iView documentation is not currently available in the domain.  The electronic MAR is required to be 

completed to accurately document the infusion within the HIS, however, the complete infusion history is not easily 

retrievable from one source.  There will be elements of the paper record that are duplicated from the eMAR, however, it 

is important to complete all fields on the Anticoagulant Record, regardless of what is already in the eMAR.  



  

 
5                                        

 

TIP SHEET 
HOSPITAL INFORMATION SYSTEM (HIS) 

 

 

 

 

DOCUMENTING A DOSE CHANGE 
13. If a heparin dose change is required based on the nomogram (below) located in the orders section and/or 

comments in the heparin continuous infusion MAR entry, the following steps will be completed.   

a. Double click on the MAR task circled below 

 

 

 

 

 
b. A pop up window will appear (see right). 

c. Select the ‘Rate Change’ option   

d. Enter the new heparin dose (units/hr) in the 

‘heparin dose’ field.   

Note: The new rate (mL/hr) will populate once 

the new heparin dose (units/hr) is entered.      

e. A nurse witness is required as indicated by the 

yellow box.  The nurse who completed the 

independent double check at time of 

administration will be required to enter their 

credentials before the medication can be 

signed off on the MAR.   

f. Once the Nurse Witness fields have been 

completed, press the to complete the MAR 

entry for the heparin dose change.  

g. Document the heparin dose change on the 

Anticoagulant Record.  
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DOCUMENTING A HEPARIN BOLUS 
14. If a heparin bolus dose is required based on the adjustment nomogram (below) located in the orders section 

and/or order comments in the PRN heparin bolus MAR entry, the following steps will be completed.   

 

 

a. Double click on the MAR task circled below in the PRN heparin bolus order on the MAR 

 

b. A pop up window will appear (see right). 

Confirm the ordered bolus dose has 

populated correctly.    

c. A nurse witness is required as indicated by 

the yellow box.  The nurse who completed 

the independent double check at time of 

administration will be required to enter 

their credentials before the medication can 

be signed off on the MAR.   

d. Once the Nurse Witness fields have been 

completed, press the to complete the 

MAR entry for the heparin bolus. 

e. Document the heparin bolus on the 

Anticoagulant Record. 
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DOCUMENTING A HOLD INFUSION 
15. If a heparin infusion is required to be on hold based on the adjustment nomogram, the following steps will 

be completed.   
a. Double click on the MAR task circled below in the heparin continuous infusion order on the MAR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
b. A pop up window will appear (see 

right). Change the heparin dose to 0 

(zero) unit/hr    

c. A nurse witness is required as 

indicated by the yellow box.  The 

nurse who completed the 

independent double check at time of 

administration will be required to 

enter their credentials before the 

medication can be signed off on the 

MAR.   

d. Once the Nurse Witness fields have 

been completed, press the to 

complete the MAR entry for the 

heparin bolus. 

e. Document on the Anticoagulant 

Record that the infusion was placed 

on hold. 
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REORDERING the aPTT 
Once the aPTT has been reviewed, the nurse is required to enter the next aPTT as indicated on the heparin 

adjustment nomogram.   

To complete this, the nurse must navigate to ‘Orders’ within PowerChart, Click ‘Add’ and search “aPTT”.  

Once selected, the nurse will enter the ordering Prescriber’s name and choose the option of ‘Written’ in the 

Communication Type selection box, then select OK. 

 

 
Once the order is selected, the fields below must be completed based on required draw time.   

 

 


